Morocco, which did not want to sit side by side with Mauritania, a state upon which Morocco was nourishing some territorial claim. Morocco joined the OAU a year later.
The purpose of this paper is to examine to what extent African regional cooperation can be of assistance in building economic foundations providing viability for the new states including self-sufficiency, integrated economies, decolonization, and reduction of the dependence due to inherited institutional structures. It seems clear that the organizing units must be based on maintaining sovereignty of national entities and noninterferrence in the internal affairs of states since these features characterize the structures of African state associations with lasting functional and operative relationships in contrast to the structures of short-lived strong political unions. To what extent and under which conditions can regional cooperation be a step toward that political union toward which all modern African states aspire, if not on continental basis at least on a regional basis?
Attempts at Integration in West Afrtca
Since the formation of the organization of African Unity (OAU), many circumstances have appeared which affect the balance of power in Africa. Ghana of the 1970s is haunted by certain deterrents z which have taken it away from the substantial savings resulting from the spontaneous growth of agricultural exports of the 1950s under the leadership of the late president Dr. Kwame NKrumah) Nigeria has emerged from its torpid state of civil war to become an economic power with which to be reckoned in West Africa, thanks to its promising petroleum industry. 4
Due to its continuously growing economy, Ivory Coast has emerged as a regional power for the African states of French colonial legacy. ~ Senegal is trying to hold on to its leading influence in the Francophone community as a result of AOF dismemberment, the proliferation of small enterprises whose output goes to a relatively restricted market, the deteriorating world prices for the main cash crop, groundnuts (or peanuts), and small or zero growth of the GNP. 6
Guinea, one of the most endowed with natural resources of all the West African states of French colonial legacy, has several development projects based on bauxite, iron mining, and hydropower which result from the party-state's acceptance of aid from both Eastern and Western nations as long as such aid does not appear to have strings attached and
